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appeal, breathlessness of suspense, musical lyricism of
writing, and profound human sympathy, The Star Rover
is a magnificent literary accomplishment.

The work served as a catharsis; such gratification did the
writing bring him that his mental and physical illnesses
were shoved into the background. As in the early days of
Piedmont, he derived pleasure from reading to his guest
each new chapter as he completed it. To a young boy who
wrote for encouragement he answered, "I have been through
the ennui of sixteen as well as twenty; and the boredom,
and the blaseness and utter wretchedness of the ennui of
twenty-five and thirty. And yet I live, am growing fat, and
laugh a large portion of my waking hours," Morrell says
of this period, "No matter what he said or did his ever-
present kindness held you. He could say the rashest and
brashest things, hurt your feelings and make you like it
. . . because there was no personal sting. He was one of
the most lovable characters of his age."

As a man with a long and successful business career, an
increasing portion of his time had to be devoted to promot-
ing and protecting his interests. He had agreed with Hobart
Bosworth, the actor, to take a portion of the profits in return
for the right to make his books into motion pictures.
Bosworth had no sooner begun work than other film
companies pirated his stories and made pictures of them,
two versions of The Sea Wolf-playing in theatres on opposite
sides of the street. The copyright laws were not only in
confusion, but court decisions had been against the author,
who found that when he sold material for serialisation to a
magazine the magazine automatically acquired all rights to
that material. Jack learned that any of his work which had
first appeared in a magazine belonged to the magazine
rather than to him; that the pirating film companies were
buying up these copyrights for insignificant sums.

He joined with Arthur Train and the newly formed
Authors' League in a fight to have the law revised so that
when an author sold a story to a magazine he retained his
rights. Into this legal battle, which lasted for several years,